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Scum Sucker - V Star



Parts Diagram
Check to insure you have all parts as shown

A

B

C

D

E

F



STEP 1  Assemble parts A,B,&C 
as shown below.  Make certain all 
threads are tefloned with thread tape.
See Teflon Diag to right.

Wrap tape counter clock wise up 
the thread 

STEP 2 - Cut part “A” (green) to 
reach across the tank wall. Make it 
just long enough to reach so that the 
skimmer will be supported. This can 
be cut with a hack saw blade or utility 
knife. Then thread the parts together 
as show below. Make certain all 
threads are tefloned.AB

C

Rotate slot to face 
up towards the 
surface at about 45 
degrees. Slot wide 
open.

STEP 3 - Gather parts D,E,&F. Cut part “D” to 
reach across the tank wall allowing room for 
the pump to fit against the tank inside. Teflon all 
threads. Assemble all parts as shown below, and 
separate the venturi halves as shown, this makes 
putting the pump into the tank easier.

section 1

section 2

Step 4 - Thread section 1 into 
skimmer body as shown on the 
right. After hanging the skim-
mer on the tank press section 2 
into section 1.  Attach air hose, 
and waste outlet as shown below. 
Make certain that the flow con-
trol on the pump is set to  “-”

Step 5 - With the skimmer on the 
tank, and the water return slot fully 
open, plug the pump in.  Wait a few 
minutes then slowly close the water 
outlet slot to raise the water level 
to  line “A” shown to the right.  
Make certain to attach waste hose 
to waste outlet and place into a jug 
such as an 1 gallon milk jug.

“A”

ASSEMBLY & START UP



Maintenance
There are only a few things that your skimmer will require for maintenance.  First and most important is keep-
ing the venturi clean.  This may vary greatly depending upon how much light is hitting the venturi   in any 
given installation.  Try to shield the venturi from as much direct light as possible. To clean the venturi re-
move it from the skimmer and soak it in vinegar for about two hours. After it has soaked use a Q Tip in the 
ends to remove debris. Repeat soaking if needed. DO NOT SCRATCH THE INSIDE OF THE VENTURI.

The only other cleaning is to occasionally remove the angular concentrator top and rinse.  This is not required it will not 
effect the way the skimmer performs.  After the top has been removed a few times you will need to re-teflon the threads.

Your skimmer is designed to be as simple as possible to operate.  There are only a few things which can be at issue.

First,  if after time you begin seeing large bubbles and fewer fine bubbles.  This is generally an indicator that the venturi 
needs to be cleaned. Also check the air intake line to the venturi for obstructions, and open the pump and clean the inside.

Second , if you see a reduction in the amount of foam on top of the unit.  This again will gen-
erally go back to the venturi.  Follow the steps listed above. ( A temporary drop in foam can 
be caused by having your hands in the tank for long periods, as well as some additives.)

Third , Excessive bubble pass into the tank.  Make certain that the return water slot is aimed at a 45 degree angle 
to the surface of the tank.  Make certain that your flow adjustment on the Pentair 3000 pump is set to the lowest 
setting. You can also adjust the air inlet needle valve if needed.  Some bubble pass is normal with any hang on 
skimmer, however the V Star should be minimal.  Some tank additives that have slime coat protectants, such as 
Novaqua, or Stress Coat, will cause a skimmer to over react and blow tremendous amounts of air into the tank.

Forth,  water level too high or too low.  Adjust the outlet water slot open or closed, this will con-
trol the water level in your skimmer. Also check that the pump flow control is set to the lowest setting.

Trouble shooting


